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[1:7 A] 


[B] 


Ben Zoma cast a look and died. Of him Scripture says: “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints” (Ps. 116:15). 


Aher cast a look and cut among the shoots. 


[III:6 A] Who is Aher? Elisha ben Abbuyah, who slew the young 
scholars of the Torah. 


[B] They say: He used to kill every disciple he saw mastering the 
Torah. Moreover, he used to enter the schoolhouse, and when 
he saw the pupils in the presence of the teacher he would say, 
“What are these doing here? This one should be a mason; this 
one should be a carpenter; this one should be a fisherman; this 
one should be a tailor.” 


[C] When they heard this they would leave [the teacher] and go 
[and become workmen]. 


[D] Of him Scripture says: “Let not your mouth lead you into 
sin” (Eccles. 5:5). 


[E] For he ruined his own [good] deeds. Also at the time of the 
persecution they [the Romans] made [the Jews] carry 
burdens [on the Sabbath], and the Jews arranged it so that 
two people should share one load, because of the rule that 
two people doing one piece of work [are not liable in regard 
to a Sabbath violation]. 


[F] Elisha said, “Make them carry the loads by themselves.” 


[G] They went and made them carry them by themselves, but 
they arranged to unload in a karmelit [an area that cannot 
be classified either as private ground or as public ground], 
so that they might not bring them out from private to public 
ground [which is forbidden]. 


[H] Elisha said, “Make them carry bottles” [which would get 
broken if left lying]. 


R. Aqiba entered safely, and departed safely. Of him Scripture says: 
“Draw me after you, let us run” (Song of Songs 1:4). 


Rabbi Meir was sitting teaching in the schoolhouse of Tiberias. Elisha, 
his master, passed by, riding on a horse on the Sabbath day. They 
came and said to him, “Look, your master is outside.” He stopped his 
teaching and went out to him. 


He said to him, “What were you expounding today?” 


